Public Opinion Poll on Ma-Hsieh’s First Debate

KMT and DPP Presidential candidates Ma Ying-jeou and Frank Hsieh had their first television debate yesterday in the afternoon. Surveys conducted by the media show that most people think Ma Ying-jeou performed better than Frank Hsieh overall in the debate; however, post-debate support ratings for the two candidates have not changed a lot, with the Ma-Siew ticket still having a commanding lead in this race. On the prospects of winning the Presidential election in March, a large percentage of those surveyed also believe that the Ma-Siew ticket has a greater chance than the Hsieh-Su ticket in winning the Presidential election.

United Daily News Public Opinion Poll (February 25, 2008)
1. Support ratings for the Ma-Siew ticket and the Hsieh-Su ticket:

	
	February 14, 2008 

(10 days before the debate)
	February 24, 2008 

(Right after the debate)

	Ma-Siew ticket
	56 %
	49 %

	Hsieh-Su ticket
	18 %
	21 %

	Undecided
	25 %
	28 %


2. Overall, who do you think performed better during the debate, Ma Ying-jeou or Frank Hsieh?

	Ma Ying-jeou
	54 %

	Frank Hsieh
	21 %

	Tie
	11 %

	Don’t know
	13 %


3. Cross-analysis on audience ratings (overall 45%) between Ma’s supporters, Hsieh’s supporters, and undecided voters:

	Ma’s supporters
	57 %

	Hsieh’s supporters
	50 %

	Undecided
	22 %


4. Who do you think is more eloquent, Ma Ying-jeou or Frank Hsieh?

	Ma Ying-jeou
	30 %

	Frank Hsieh
	47 %

	Tie
	12 %

	Don’t know
	10 %


5. Who do you think has better policy content?

	Ma Ying-jeou
	55 %

	Frank Hsieh
	19 %

	Tie
	12 %

	Don’t know
	17 %


6. Who do you think was more of a gentleman when debating, Ma Ying-jeou or Frank Hsieh?

	Ma Ying-jeou
	67 %

	Frank Hsieh
	9 %

	Tie
	15 %

	Don’t know
	8 %


7. Which set of candidates do you think will win the Presidential election, the Ma-Siew ticket or the Hsieh-Su ticket?

	Ma-Siew ticket
	56 %

	Hsieh-Su ticket
	9 %

	Don’t know
	34 %


Note: This poll was conducted on February 24, 2008, with 1,190 people interviewed.
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