Public Opinion Poll on Ma-Hsieh’s First Debate

KMT and DPP Presidential candidates Ma Ying-jeou and Frank Hsieh had their first television debate yesterday in the afternoon. Surveys conducted by the media show that most people think Ma Ying-jeou performed better than Frank Hsieh overall in the debate; however, post-debate support ratings for the two candidates have not changed a lot, with the Ma-Siew ticket still having a commanding lead in this race. On the prospects of winning the Presidential election in March, a large percentage of those surveyed also believe that the Ma-Siew ticket has a greater chance than the Hsieh-Su ticket in winning the Presidential election.

China Times Public Opinion Poll (February 25, 2008)

1. Support ratings for the Ma-Siew ticket and the Hsieh-Su ticket:

	
	February 21, 2008 

(Prior to the debate)
	February 24, 2008 

(Right after the debate)

	Ma-Siew ticket
	47 %
	49 %

	Hsieh-Su ticket
	22 %
	23 %

	Undecided
	31 %
	28 %


2. Which set of candidates do you think will win the Presidential election?

	Ma-Siew ticket
	42 %

	Hsieh-Su ticket
	7 %

	Don’t know
	51 %


3. Did you watch the television debate between Ma Ying-jeou and Frank Hsieh yesterday?

	Yes
	39 %

	No
	61 %


4. Who do you think performed better during the debate, Ma Ying-jeou or Frank Hsieh?

	Ma Ying-joeu
	40 %

	Frank Hsieht
	21 %

	Don’t know
	39 %


5. Did this debate change whom you are going to vote for? 

	Yes
	4 %

	No
	84 %

	Don’t know
	12 %


Note: This poll was conducted on February 24, 2008 with 1,344 people surveyed.

Source: http://news.chinatimes.com/2007Cti/2007Cti-News/2007Cti-News-Content/0,4521,110501+112008022500068,00.html
