TVBS Public Opinion Poll 

(June 10, 2008)

Editor’s Note: 

According to the survey conducted by the TVBS Public Opinion Poll Center on the topic, “national identity survey before the resumption of negotiations between the Straits Exchange Foundation and the Association for the Relations Across the Taiwan Strait,” which asked respondents to adopt a dichotomy between “Tai Wan Ren and Chung Kuo Ren,” nearly 70% of respondents stated that they were Tai Wan Ren, with only 18% defining themselves as Chung Kuo Ren. However, this is a false dichotomy as in reality nearly 50% of the population in Taiwan define themselves as both Tai Wan Ren and Chung Kuo Ren. The survey question deprived the people of a free choice of self-identity. Furthermore, such a false dichotomy only serves to stir up further conflict on communal issues. 

This Website believes that, judging from its enormous influence on Taiwan, the TVBS Station should avoid adopting a dichotomy between Chung Kuo Ren and Tai Wan Ren on national identity surveys in the future. In addition, the Chinese phase “Chung Kuo Ren,” which is commonly translated as “Chinese,” has been distorted by the DPP in the past to imply someone with “nationality of the People’s Republic of China.” This Website, therefore, suggests that TVBS or any other public opinion poll centers use more specific terms acceptable to all political parties, such as “nationality of the Republic of China” or “the Chinese nation” so that Taiwan, hoping for economic resurgence, will not once again be trapped in the swamp of a national identity division. 

According to the survey on the cross-Strait relations conducted by the Global View Magazine dated June 10, 84.9% of respondents regard themselves as a “national of the ROC,” and 77.2% as part of the “Chinese nation.” Please refer to the Survey column dated June 11 on this Website. 

1. Which designation of Taiwan do you prefer for joining international organizations:
	
	Total 
	DPP 
	KMT 
	Neutral

	
	(100%)
	(22%)
	(35%)
	(38%)

	Taiwan
	54%
	91%
	31%
	54%

	Chinese Taipei
	25%
	5%
	49%
	17%

	No opinion
	21%
	4%
	20%
	29%


2. The trend of “Reunification versus Independence stance”:
	
	Prefer independence
	Prefer reunification
	Maintain the status quo
	No opinion

	Zhu Rongji Talk

(March 13, 2000)
	15 %
	15 %
	56 %
	16 %

	President Chen inaugurated

(May 20, 2000)
	16 %
	14 %
	55 %
	15 %

	A year after Chen 

took office

(April 30, 2001)
	17 %
	18 %
	49 %
	16 %

	One side, one country

(August 4, 2001)
	20 %
	12 %
	58 %
	11 %

	Three years after 

the turnover of 

ruling parties

(March 31, 2003)
	22 %
	23 %
	42 %
	13 %

	Chen declares intention to hold a plebiscite

(June 30, 2003)
	22 %
	10 %
	58 %
	11 %

	A week after the passage of the 

Plebiscite Act

(December 4, 2003)
	17 %
	8 %
	66 %
	8 %

	Before the vote recount

(May 7, 2004)
	19 %
	10 %
	64 %
	7 %

	Chen visits 

Central America

(September 7, 2004)
	24 %
	11 %
	54 %
	11 %

	Amitage’s Taiwan talk

(December 22, 2004)
	19 %
	11 %
	59 %
	10 %

	The passage of the Anti-Secession Law

(March 14, 2005)
	21 %
	8 %
	58 %
	12 %

	Lien Chan visits the Mainland

(April 28, 2005)
	17 %
	10 %
	58 %
	15 %

	After the recall motion

(October 18, 2006)
	19 %
	11 %
	60 %
	10 %

	Chen’s New Year’s 

Day talk

(January 2, 2007)
	15 %
	11 %
	58 %
	16 %

	Four yeses and one no

(March 5, 2007)
	15 %
	9 %
	62 %
	14 %

	10 years after 

Hong Kong’s return to the Mainland

(June 15, 2007)
	21 %
	11 %
	57 %
	12 %

	US criticizes the 

“Join the UN Plebiscite”

(August 29, 2007)
	23 %
	8 %
	58 %
	11 %

	“Siew-Hu Meeting”
(April 15, 2008)
	19 %
	6 %
	60 %
	15 %

	Before the resumption of cross-Strait dialogue

(June 9, 2008)
	19%
	8%
	58%
	15%


3. If you could only have one answer, which of the followings options do you prefer?
	
	Four yeses and one no
	10 years after 

Hong Kong ‘s return 

to the Mainland
	US criticizes the 

“Join the UN Plebiscite
	Before the resumption of cross-Strait dialogue

	
	March 5, 2007
	June 15, 2007
	August 29, 2007
	June 9, 2008

	Independence
	46%
	50%
	57%
	58%

	Reunification
	21%
	19%
	20%
	17%

	Becoming a state of the United States
	8%
	12%
	9%
	8%

	No opinion
	25%
	20%
	14%
	17%


4. If you could only have one answer, which of the followings options do you prefer?
	
	Four yeses and one no
	10 years after 

Hong Kong ‘s return 

to the Mainland
	US criticizes the 

“Join the UN Plebiscite
	Before the resumption of cross-Strait dialogue

	
	March 5, 2007
	June 15, 2007
	August 29, 2007
	June 9, 2008

	Independence
	55%
	61%
	65%
	65%

	Reunification
	25%
	23%
	21%
	19%

	No opinion
	20%
	16%
	13%
	16%


5. Do you see yourself as Tai Wan Ren (Taiwanese) or Chung Kuo Ren (Chinese) (The option of both Tai Wan Ren (Taiwanese) and Chung Kuo Ren (Chinese) was not mentioned)?
	
	Turnover of ruling parties
	Before the resumption of cross-Strait dialogue
	+/-

	
	June 30, 2000
	June 9, 2008
	

	Tai Wan Ren (Taiwanese)
	58%
	68%
	+10%

	Chung Kuo Ren (Chinese)
	18%
	18%
	

	No opinion/ Refuse to answer
	24%
	14%
	


6. The trend in national identity recognition:
	
	Taiwanese
	Chinese
	Both
	No opinion

	Special State-to-state Relationship Theory

(July 12, 1999)
	35%
	9%
	50%
	5%

	Before the presidential election of 2000
(May 6, 2000)
	34%
	8%
	53%
	5%

	Before the inauguration of President Chen 

(April 28, 2000)
	37%
	9%
	51%
	3%

	One side, one country

(August 9, 2002)
	35%
	9%
	52%
	5%

	One year prior to the presidential election 2004

(April 14, 2003)
	33%
	6%
	54%
	6%

	228 activities
(March 1, 2004)
	43%
	7%
	44%
	6%

	Winning a gold metal at Olympic Games

(September1, 2004)
	40%
	6%
	45%
	9%

	Chen visits 

Central America

(September 7, 2004)
	45%
	9%
	41%
	5%

	326 March

(March 28, 2005)
	45%
	6%
	44%
	5%

	James Song visits the Mainland

(May 5, 2005)
	41%
	8%
	46%
	6%

	After the recall motion

(October 18, 2006)
	39%
	6%
	50%
	5%

	Chen’s New Year’s 

Day talk

(January 2, 2007)
	36%
	6%
	49%
	9%

	10 years after 

Hong Kong ‘s return 

to the Mainland

(June 15, 2007)
	44%
	6%
	43%
	7%

	US criticizes the 

“Join the UN Plebiscite”

(August 29, 2007)
	42%
	4%
	47%
	7%

	“Siew-Hu Meeting”
(April 15, 2008)
	46%
	3%
	43%
	8%

	Before the resumption of cross-Strait dialogue

(June 9, 2008)
	45%
	4%
	45%
	6%


7. Do you have any other nationality besides the Republic of China?
	No
	98.9%

	Green Card
	0.5%

	US nationality
	0.2%

	Canadian nationality
	0.1%

	Other nationalities
	0.2%

	Other permanent residence cards
	0.1%


8. Does any one in your family, including yourself, have any other nationality besides the Republic of China?
	No
	93.5%

	Green Card
	1.9%

	US nationality
	2.1%

	Canadian nationality
	0.5%

	Australian nationality
	0.2%

	Other nationalities
	1.4%

	Other permanent residence
	0.4%


Note: This poll was conducted from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm on June 6th and 9th with 1,015 people over 20 years old surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.1 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: http://www.tvbs.com.tw/FILE_DB/DL_DB/even/200806/even-20080610175239.pdf 

