TVBS Public Opinion Poll
Topic: Survey on the public’s opinion on cross-Strait direct flights

(July 23, 2008)

1. Are you satisfied with how the Ma administration has performed in launching the cross-Strait direct charter flights since the first flights starting July 4? 

	Very satisfied
	8%
	37%

	Somewhat satisfied
	29%
	

	Somewhat unsatisfied
	16%
	33%

	Very unsatisfied
	17%
	

	No opinion
	30%


2. Do you support the government’s current policy on cross-Strait direct flights?

	Support
	58%

	Oppose
	23%

	No opinion
	19%


3. Do you think the Ma administration’s cross-Strait policy should be more open, more conservative, or maintain the status quo?

	More open
	23%

	More conservative
	22%

	Maintain the status quo
	41%

	No opinion
	15%


4. Overall, with regard to Taiwan’s economic development, do you think that the cross-Strait direct links are advantageous, disadvantageous, or inconsequential? 

	
	Charter Flights during the Lunar New Year

11/12/2002
	Before Chen Shui-bian was inaugurated

05/14/2004
	After Lien Chan and James Soong visited the Mainland

05/13/2005
	After opening cross-Strait direct flights

07/23/2008

	Advantageous
	45%
	44%
	51%
	49%

	Disadvantageous
	28%
	28%
	18%
	21%

	Inconsequential
	12%
	9%
	9%
	17%

	No opinion
	14%
	19%
	21%
	13%


5. Overall, with regard to your job/income, do you think cross-Strait direct flights are advantageous, disadvantageous, or inconsequential?
	
	Charter Flights during the Lunar New Year

11/12/2002
	Before Chen Shui-bian was inaugurated

05/14/2004
	After Lien Chan and James Soong visited the Mainland

05/13/2005
	After opening cross-Strait direct flights

07/23/2008

	Advantageous
	16%
	13%
	15%
	11%

	Disadvantageous
	25%
	27%
	23%
	14%

	Inconsequential
	50%
	49%
	52%
	67%

	No opinion
	10%
	11%
	10%
	7%


6. Are you worried that cross-Strait direct flights will undermine national security?

	
	Charter Flights during the Lunar New Year 

11/12/2002
	Before Chen Shui-bian was inaugurated

05/14/2004
	After Lien Chan and James Soong visited the Mainland

05/13/2005
	After opening cross-Strait direct flights

07/23/2008

	Yes
	52%
	44%
	44%
	45%

	No
	40%
	46%
	46%
	48%

	No opinion
	8%
	10%
	10%
	7%


7. Are you more willing to travel to the Mainland or visit relatives there because of the launch of cross-Strait direct flights? 

	Yes
	35%

	No
	58%

	No opinion
	6%


8. If you have the opportunity, will you go to the Mainland to work or study?
	
	Charter Flights during the Lunar New Year

11/12/2002
	Before Chen Shui-bian was inaugurated

05/14/2004
	After opening cross-Strait direct flights

07/23/2008

	Yes
	35%
	29%
	26%

	No
	62%
	67%
	70%

	No opinion
	4%
	4%
	4%


9. Some people say that the Ma administration’s cross-Strait policy amounts to “leaning to the Mainland,” and will damage Taiwan’s national interests. Do you agree with this opinion or not?

	Agree
	34%

	Disagree
	54%

	No opinion
	12%


Note: This opinion poll was conducted from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm on July 22nd to 23rd, 2008 with 857 people over 20 years of age surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.3 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: TVBS Poll Center
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