Common Wealth Magazine Public Opinion Poll

Topic: Survey on reforming the tax system 

(September 22, 2008)

1. The most urgent problems facing Taiwan’s tax system

	
	General public
	Households earning NT$60,000 to NT$100,000 a month
	Households earning NT$100,000 to NT$200,000 a month
	Households earning over NT$200,000 a month

	Tax avoidance by the wealthy and the huge gap between the rich and the poor 
	61%
	68%
	72%
	56%

	The tax rate is too high and a lack of economic competitiveness
	32%
	
	
	

	Tax evasion
	22%
	
	
	


2. How do you define being rich? 

	Minimum annual income of NT$1.5 million 
	24%

	Average monthly earnings of NT$250,000 or annual income of NT$3 million 
	39%

	Annual income of NT$5 million
	15%


3. 
	The government should tax more, invest more in education and take care of the poor
	48%

	The government should tax less and allow citizens to spend more of their earnings. In addition, the government shouldn’t spend too much on infrastructure or social welfare
	34%


Note: This poll was conducted from August 27th to August 31st with 1,088 people over 20 years old surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.0 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: Now News, http://www.nownews.com/2008/09/22/11490-2338907.htm
