TVBS Public Opinion Poll
Topic: Survey on the satisfaction ratings of how the Ma Ying-jeou government has performed during the first five months

(October 17, 2008)

1. Satisfaction ratings of President Ma Ying-jeou’s performance

	
	Very satisfied
	Somewhat Satisfied
	Somewhat dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied
	No opinion

	Announcement of cabinet lineup

(April 29, 2008)
	12%
	40%
	13%
	4%
	31%

	
	52%
	17%
	

	Ma has been in office for one month

(June 17, 2008)
	8%
	33%
	20%
	17%
	21%

	
	41%
	37%
	

	Ma has been in office for two months

(July 16, 2008)
	5%
	25%
	25%
	24%
	21%

	
	30%
	49%
	

	Ma decided to nullify the “top secret” classification

(August 7, 2008)
	7%
	25%
	22%
	25%
	21%

	
	32%
	47%
	

	Ma has been in office for 100 days

(August 26, 2008)
	7%
	34%
	22%
	18%
	19%

	
	41%
	40%
	

	Ma has been in office for four months

(September 19, 2008)
	6%
	22%
	28%
	23%
	21%

	
	28%
	51%
	

	The melamine-tainted milk powder incident
(October 2, 2008)
	3%
	20%
	29%
	30%
	18%

	
	23%
	59%
	

	Ma has been in office for five months

(October 17, 2008)
	4%
	21%
	28%
	27%
	20%

	
	25%
	55%
	


2. Satisfaction ratings of Premier Liu Chao-shiuan’s performance 
	
	Very satisfied
	Somewhat Satisfied
	Somewhat dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied
	No opinion

	Ma has been in office for one month

(June 17, 2008)
	7%
	31%
	27%
	16%
	18%

	
	38%
	43%
	

	Ma has been in office for two months

(July 16, 2008)
	3%
	25%
	28%
	21%
	22%

	
	28%
	50%
	

	Ma has been in office for 100 days

(August 26, 2008)
	6%
	38%
	20%
	16%
	20%

	
	44%
	36%
	

	Ma has been in office for four months

(September 19, 2008)
	4%
	23%
	31%
	22%
	21%

	
	27%
	53%
	

	The melamine-tainted milk powder incident
(October 2, 2008)
	2%
	17%
	28%
	30%
	23%

	
	19%
	58%
	

	Ma has been in office for five months

(October 17, 2008)
	4%
	21%
	28%
	25%
	21%

	
	25%
	53%
	


3. Are you satisfied with how Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) Chairwoman Lai Shin-yuan has performed recently? 

	Very satisfied
	2%
	21%

	Somewhat satisfied
	19%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	20%
	36%

	Very dissatisfied
	16%
	

	No opinion
	42%


4. Are you satisfied with how DPP chairwoman Tsai Ing-wen has performed recently? 

	
	Ma has been in office for two months

(July 16, 2008)
	Ma has been in office for five months

(October 17, 2008)
	+/-

	Very satisfied
	5%
	49%
	5%
	34%
	-15%

	Somewhat satisfied
	44%
	
	29%
	
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	15%
	19%
	23%
	37%
	 

	Very dissatisfied
	4%
	
	14%
	
	

	No opinion
	32%
	30%
	


5. Satisfaction ratings of former President Chen Shui-bian ’s performance

	
	Satisfied
	Dissatisfied
	No opinion

	Chen has been in office for 8 years

(May 13, 2008)
	13%
	69%
	18%

	Two months after President Ma was sworn in 

(July 16, 2008)
	18%
	47%
	35%

	Five months after President Ma was sworn in

(October 17, 2008)
	5%
	81%
	14%


6. Do you think President Ma Ying-jeou has been leading Taiwan’s national policies in the right direction or the wrong direction?

	
	Right direction
	Wrong direction
	No opinion

	President Ma has been in office for 1 month
(June 17, 2008)
	54%
	17%
	29%

	President Ma has been in office for 100 days

(August 26, 2008)
	49%
	25%
	26%

	President Ma has been in office for 5 months

(October 17, 2008)
	38%
	34%
	28%

	+/-
	-11%
	+9%
	


7. Do you know that Chen Yunlin, Chairman of Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS), is coming to Taiwan for a formal visit?

	Yes, I did know
	75%

	No, I didn’t know
	25%


8. Do you welcome ARATS Chairman Chen Yunlin to Taiwan and hold talks with the Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) on cross-Strait affairs?

	Welcome
	55%

	Not welcome
	26%

	No opinion
	19%


9. Do you approve of recognizing Mainland academic degrees?

	Strongly approve
	5%
	25%

	Approve to a degree
	20%
	

	Disapprove to a degree
	24%
	62%

	Strongly disapprove
	38%
	

	No opinion
	13%


10. Overall, do you have confidence in the Ma administration’s ability to improve Taiwan’s economy?

	
	Ma has been in office for 4 months

(September 19, 2008)
	Ma has been in office for 5 months

(October 17, 2008)

	Confident
	41%
	39%

	Not confident
	47%
	49%

	No opinion
	12%
	12%


11. If the government were still ruled by the DPP, do you think Taiwan would be better off?

	Yes
	19%

	No
	53%

	Similar
	10%

	No opinion
	19%


Note: The public opinion poll was conducted from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm on October 16th and October 17th with 1015 people over 20 years of age successfully surveyed and 202 people refusing to be surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.1 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: TVBS Public Opinion Poll Center
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