ERA Public Opinion Poll

Topic: Survey on the perspectives on cross-Strait relations after the second Chiang-Chen meeting

(November 7, 2008)

1. Chen Yunlin, chairman of the Beijing-based Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS), met Chiang Pin-kung, chairman of the Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF), and signed four agreements on air and maritime transportation, postal services, and food safety. Cross-Strait relations have entered the age of  “Three Links.” Do you support the signing of these agreements?
	
	Strongly support
	Support to a degree
	Do not support to a degree
	Strongly oppose
	Don’t know/ declined to answer 
	Total

	General public
	29.5%
	28.9%
	10.6%
	12.3%
	18.7%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	5.5%
	22.0%
	25.7%
	34.7%
	12.2%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	56.3%
	30.7%
	2.4%
	0.3%
	10.3%
	381


2. Among the four agreements, which agreements do you think will benefit you or your family?

	
	Air transportation
	Maritime transportation
	Postal services
	Food safety
	None of the agreements benefits 
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	30.2%
	45.7%
	41.4%
	64.9%
	20.7%
	2.7%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	15.3%
	22.3%
	24.5%
	45.6%
	41.0%
	0.3%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	42.2%
	65.4%
	57.1%
	82.1%
	7.1%
	0.7%
	381


3. Among the four agreements, which agreements do you think will benefit Taiwan’s industry?

	
	Air transportation
	Maritime transportation
	Postal services
	Food safety
	None of the agreements benefits 
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	71.2%
	72.1%
	67.0%
	70.3%
	11.0%
	3.7%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	53.0%
	52.3%
	51.6%
	46.2%
	23.8%
	0.8%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	90.3%
	93.1%
	83.2%
	89.9%
	1.2%
	0.9%
	381


4. If direct links to the Mainland are opened completely, do you want to study or work in the Mainland? 

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	34.6%
	62.1%
	3.3%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	9.7%
	89.6%
	0.7%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	53.8%
	44.6%
	1.6%
	381


5. Direct flights across the Strait directly will be increased. Do you think the number of Mainland tourists visiting Taiwan will increase?
	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	56.6%
	31.8%
	11.6%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	36.1%
	56.8%
	7.2%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	78.4%
	14.0%
	7.6%
	381


6. Do you feel more confident consuming the Mainland food products because the food safety agreement has been signed?
	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	32.6%
	61.8%
	5.7%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	9.3%
	88.4%
	2.3%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	55.5%
	38.8%
	5.7%
	381


7. Some recognize that Mainland China has become a global economic power and that Taiwan’s economic development is related to trade with the Mainland. Do you think our government’s cross-Strait policy should be more open, more closed, or maintain the status quo? 
	
	More open
	Maintain the status quo
	More closed
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	43.5%
	34.5%
	9.4%
	12.6%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	18.1%
	53.5%
	19.2%
	9.1%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	70.8%
	22.2%
	1.9%
	5.1%
	381


8. Do you agree that negotiations on cross-Strait affairs should continue to promote that normalization of the cross-Strait relations? 
	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	30.8%
	43.2%
	9.7%
	8.3%
	8.1%
	905

	Pan-Green supporters
	6.8%
	46.7%
	19.1%
	24.5%
	2.8%
	175

	Pan-Blue supporters
	54.5%
	40.3%
	2.0%
	0.0%
	3.2%
	381


9. The second Chiang-Chen meeting led the apposition party to hold violent street protests. Do you think such protests will influence Taiwan’s confidence to develop the economy? 
	
	Definitely
	Perhaps
	Not much
	Absolutely no
	Don’t know/ declined to answer
	Total

	General public
	30.7%
	22.5%
	27.0%
	9.7%
	10.0%
	313

	Pan-Green supporters
	15.7%
	17.1%
	34.0%
	22.1%
	11.1%
	62

	Pan-Blue supporters
	39.7%
	22.4%
	26.1%
	7.1%
	4.7%
	142


Note: This poll was conducted from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm from November 6th to 7th, with 905 people over 20 years of age surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.3 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: ERA News Public Opinion Poll Center, http://survey.eracom.com.tw/item/i24.xml
