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Topic: Survey on ARATS Chairman Chen Yunlin’s visit to Taiwan

(November 12, 2008)

1. Chen Yunlin, Chairman of the Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS), completed a 5-days visit to Taiwan and signed four agreements with Chiang Pin-kung, chairman of the Strait Exchange Foundation (SEF). The agreement increases the frequency of daily charter flights and the number of destinations as well as straightening the air routes. Cross-Strait cargo-charter flights will also be launched. Are you satisfied with this agreement?
	Very satisfied 
	22.3%
	62.7%

	Somewhat satisfied
	40.4%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	8.1%
	18%

	Very dissatisfied
	9.9%
	

	No definite response
	19.3%


2. The SEF and the ARATS signed an agreement to increase cross-Strait maritime transportation. It will allow direct shipping and open 11 of Taiwan’s ports and 63 of Mainland’s port. Are you satisfied with this agreement? 
	Very satisfied 
	20.9%
	62.9%

	Somewhat satisfied
	42.0%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	9.0%
	19.4%

	Very dissatisfied
	10.4%
	

	No definite response
	17.7%


3. According to the postal services cooperation agreement, the two sides of the Strait will launch cross-Strait postal services and currency exchange business. Rules regarding compensation for lost or damaged mail were established. Are you satisfied with this agreement? 
	Very satisfied 
	26.6%
	71%

	Somewhat satisfied
	44.4%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	5.4%
	12.2%

	Very dissatisfied
	6.8%
	

	No definite response
	16.8%


4. According to the food safety agreement, we will establish a cross-Strait food alert mechanism and set the crisis management rules of serious cross-Strait food safety incidents. Are you satisfied with this agreement?

	Very satisfied 
	28%
	66.6%

	Somewhat satisfied
	38.6%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	8.8%
	21.1%

	Very dissatisfied
	12.3%
	

	No definite response
	12.3%


5. Overall, do you think the above four agreements benefit Taiwan more or benefit the Mainland more? 

	Benefit both Taiwan and the Mainland
	36.4%

	Benefit the Mainland more
	29.3%

	Benefit Taiwan more
	20.4%

	Harm both Taiwan and the Mainland
	0.1%

	Other opinions
	0.2%

	No definite response
	13.6%


6. Some say that the four agreements will benefit Taiwan’s economic and trade developments. Do you agree with this opinion

	Strongly agree
	24.2%
	60.3%

	Agree to a degree
	36.1%
	

	Disagree to a degree
	13.3%
	26.8%

	Strongly disagree
	13.5%
	

	No definite response
	12.9%


7. Some say that the four agreements will benefit Taiwan’s sovereignty and international space. Do you agree with this opinion?

	Strongly agree
	14.4%
	45.5%

	Agree to a degree
	31.1%
	

	Disagree to a degree
	19.5%
	36.9%

	Strongly disagree
	17.4%
	

	No definite response
	17.6%


8. Some say that after Chen Yunlin’s visit to Taiwan, the two sides of the Straits should in due time negotiate some political issues such as more international space for Taiwan the removal of the Mainland’s missiles which target Taiwan, etc. Do you agree with this opinion?
	Strongly agree
	32.4%
	68.2%

	Agree to a degree
	35.8%
	

	Disagree to a degree
	8.6%
	17.8%

	Strongly disagree
	9.2%
	

	No definite response
	14%


9. Are you satisfied with the contents of conversation when President Ma Ying-jeou received Chen Yunlin?
	Very satisfied 
	10.8%
	49.4%

	Somewhat satisfied
	38.6%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	15.2%
	29.3%

	Very dissatisfied
	14.1%
	

	No definite response
	21.3%


10. Overall, are you satisfied with how President Ma has performed during Chen’s visit to Taiwan?
	Very satisfied 
	11.4%
	49.3%

	Somewhat satisfied
	37.9%
	

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	17.8%
	39.1%

	Very dissatisfied
	21.3%
	

	No definite response
	11.6%


Note: This poll was conducted from November 7th to 8th with 979 people over 20 years of age successfully surveyed, while another 183 people refused to be surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.13 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
Source: Research, Development and Evaluation Commission, Executive Yuan public opinion poll

(1) http://www.rdec.gov.tw/public/Data/811121073071.pdf 

