United Daily News Public Opinion Poll

(November 19, 2008)

Topic: Survey on the satisfaction ratings of President Ma Ying-jeou and Premier Liu Chao-shiuan
1. Satisfaction ratings of President Ma Ying-jeou

	
	Ma is inaugurated as President. 

(May 20, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for one month. (June 19, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for two months.

(July 17, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for 100 days.

(August 25, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for six months.

(November 18, 2008)

	Satisfied
	66%
	50%
	43%
	47%
	46%

	Dissatisfied
	10%
	30%
	40%
	37%
	37%

	No opinion
	23%
	20%
	17%
	16%
	17%


2. Satisfaction ratings of Premier Liu Chao-shiuan

	
	Ma has been sworn into office for one month. (June 19, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for two months.

(July 17, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for 100 days.

(August 25, 2008)
	Ma has been sworn into office for six months.

(November 18, 2008)

	Satisfied
	43%
	41%
	43%
	42%

	Dissatisfied
	33%
	35%
	32%
	34%

	No opinion
	24%
	24%
	25%
	24%


3. Main reasons citizens gave for their dissatisfaction with President Ma’s performance:

	Has not boosted the economy
	32%

	Lacks muster and resolution
	21%

	Limited achievements
	8%

	Lacks concrete performance
	7%

	Inconsistent policies
	7%

	Broken campaign promises
	6%

	Too weak towards the Mainland
	5%


4. Do you think the Ma Ying-jeou administration’s performance is better than the Chen Shui-bian administration’s?

	The Ma administration is better than the Chen administration
	40%

	The Chen administration is better then the Ma administration
	23%

	The two administrations’ performances are similar
	21%

	No opinion
	16%


5. Do you think President Ma Ying-jeou has enough ability to lead Taiwan? 

	Yes
	54%

	No
	32%


6. Do you think it is necessary to reshuffle the Cabinet?
	Yes, a large scale reshuffle of the Cabinet is necessary
	19%

	Yes, a limited scale reshuffle of the Cabinet is necessary
	33%

	No, it is not necessary
	20%

	No opinion/ refused to answer
	28%


7. Which cabinet member do you think should be replaced?

	Economic Affairs Minister Yin Chi-ming
	46%

	Finance Minister Lee Sush-der
	46%

	Defense Minister Chen Chao-min
	41%

	The Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) Chairwoman Lai Shin-yuan
	41%

	Foreign Minister Francisco H. L. Ou
	34%

	Interior Minister Liao Liao-yi
	33%

	Justice Minister Wang Ching-feng
	31%

	Transportation and Communications Minister Mao Chi-kuo
	25%

	Education Minister Cheng Jei-cheng
	20%

	Health Minister Yeh Ching-chuan
	17%

	Council for Economic Planning and Development (CEPD) Chairman Chen Tain-jy
	17%


8. Which area of the Ma administration’s performance are you most satisfied with during the last six months?

	Stabilizing the cross-Strait relations
	10%

	Creating a competent and incorrupt government
	5%

	Investigating cases related to the Chen Shui-bian family
	3%

	Launching the coupon program
	3%

	Don’t know
	57%


9. Which area of the Ma administration’s performance are you most dissatisfied during the last six months?

	Has not boosted the economy
	18%

	Too weak in dealing with the Cross-Strait affairs
	5%

	Stock market has performed poorly
	4%

	Has not managed crises in a timely fashion
	3%

	Don’t know
	38%


10. On average, around half of the adults in Taiwan have been negatively effected by the global financial crisis. Of these people, 55% said that they were dissatisfied with the Ma administration, and 51% said that they were dissatisfied with Premier Liu’s performance. These figures are 17% higher than the dissatisfaction ratings of respondents who hadn’t suffered as a result of the financial crisis.

11. When asked about Taiwan’s political situation and economic developments, 36% of the respondents said that they thought next year would be worse than this year, 22% said that the situation would be similar, while another 25% felt that circumstances would improve. 

Note: This poll was conducted on November 17th and November 18th with 1,029 people over 20 years old successfully surveyed and 508 people refusing to be surveyed. The margin of error associated with this sample is plus or minus 3.1 % with a 95 % confidence interval.
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